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The following are examples of special provisions
added to the Senate health-care bill, some at the
last minute, to win 60 votes to allow the bill to
proceed to debate and passage:

Connecticut: $100 million for the University of
Connecticut medical center.

Florida: Grandfather clause that exempts Florida
residents from losing Medicare Advantage ben-
efits. Cost: $3 billion to $5 billion.

Louisiana: $300 million in Medicaid subsidies
to “certain states recovering from a medical
disaster” (i.e., Katrina).

Massachusetts, Vermont: $500 million and
$600 million, respectively, in higher Medicaid
reimbursements.

Michigan: Exemption from the insurance fee for
Michigan Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

Michigan, Connecticut: Higher reimbursements
for certain hospitals under Medicare.

Montana, North and South Dakota,
Higher Medicare payments to “frontier”
hospitals and doctors.

Montana: Medicare coverage for individuals

exposed to environmental health hazards in or
around Libby, an asbestos superfund site.

Nebraska: Exemption from the insurance fee for
Nebraska Blue Cross/Blue Shield and Mutual of
Omaha; and 100% federal payment for new
Medicaid coverage, at a cost of $100 million.

Vermont: $10 million for community health-care
centers.
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